
ILLUSTRATED GLOSSARY 

Arch-  A curved or pointed opening in a wall. 

Architrave- The lowest part of the 

molding on a classical entablature.  More 

commonly used to describe the 

decorative millwork around a door or 

window.   

Balustrade-  A railing or parapet 

supported by a row of balusters. 

Bargeboard (or Rakeboard/ Verge-board)-  

The decorative board along the edge of a gable 

concealing the rafters. 

3-bay versus 5-bay 

Bay-  The number of openings in the principle 

façade for a given story, or the spaces between 

members in a structural system. 

Bay Window-  An element projecting from an 

exterior wall surface containing windows and 

often forming a recess in the interior space. 

Beaded- (as in “beaded clapboard”)- A decorative flourish made 

with a specially shaped blade on a hand-plane, which applies a 

single groove near the edge of a board, leaving a rounded “beaded” 
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edge.  Often seen on the exterior 

clapboards of Federal period 

frame homes in Washington.    

Belt Course- Slightly raised or projecting 

courses partway up a brick wall; usually located 

between stories.   

Bracket-  A wooden or stone decorative support beneath a 

projecting floor, window or cornice. 

Capitol-  The decorative top of a column or pilaster. 

Various capitol designs and proportions are based 

upon the classical Orders.   

Castellation- 

Alternating gaps in the 

upper edge of a 

parapet, originally to allow 

defenders cover under siege, also 

called “crenelation.”  A decorative 

element in Gothic Revival 

architecture. May become necessary again if the economy worsens. 

Column-  A vertical support, usually supporting a member above. 

Coping-  The top course of a wall which covers and 

protects the wall from the effects of weather. 

Corbel- A masonry technique extending the plane 

of a vertical surface outward by overlapping courses 
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of brick. Usually 3-4 courses at the eave, to create a “corbelled 

cornice.”   

 

Cornice-  The upper, projecting part of a classical entablature or a 

decorative treatment of the eaves of a roof. 

 

Cornice Return-Raised horizontal 

millwork extending the cornice line part 

way across the gable end of a Greek 

Revival building.  Used to suggest the 

horizontal base line of a formal 

pediment.      

 

Cresting-  A decorative ridge for a roof, usually constructed of 

ornamental metal. 

 

Cricket-  A small gabled element in a roof to shed water from 

behind a chimney or other feature. 

 

Dentil- One of a series of toothlike 

projections forming a cornice molding.  

Locally often a single diagonally laid brick 

course in a 3-4 course corbelled cornice in 

local Federal architecture, known as 

“mouse-tooth.”  

 

Double-Hung Sash-  A type of window with an upper and lower 

sash that move up and down in vertical grooves on in front of the 

other. 

 

Dormer-  A small window with its own roof projecting from a 

sloping roof. 
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Drip Molding- A raised decorative molding running across the top 

and around the upper corner of windows and doors 

in Gothic and Italianate architecture.  

 

Dry Laid- A stone masonry technique done 

without mortar, relying solely on the fit and 

orientation of the stones.  

 

 

Eared (door and window surrounds)- A motif used in Greek 

Revival door and window surrounds, whereby the lintel projects 

past the vertical elements, forming “ears.”    

 

 
 

Eave-  The edge of a roof that projects over an outside wall. 

 

Entablature- The horizontal element 

capping pillars or columns in the Classical 

Orders.   

 

 

 

Entasis- In Classical architecture, the subtle 

swelling of a column along its length.  

Actual dimensions dictated by the Order in 

use.  
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Ell-  A subordinate extension on the 

rear of a building at right angles to its 

length. 

 

Façade-  The front face or elevation of 

a building. 

 

Fascia-Board- A wide panel composing part of a formal Classical 

entablature; usually used to visually emphasize the horizontal line 

at the eave.  

 

Fanlight- A decorative glass transom 

composed of radiating muntins, filling a 

partial arch over Federal and Colonial 

Revival doorways.   

 

 

 

Fenestration-  The arrangement of the 

openings of a building. 

 

Flashing-  Pieces of metal used for 

waterproofing between disparate materials or 

surfaces. 

 

Flemish Bond- A bricklaying pattern 

whereby each course consists of alternating 

headers and stretchers.  
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Footing-  The below grade, horizontal section of the foundation 

wall. 

 

Foundation-  The structural, usually masonry, wall that supports 

the buildings walls. 

 

Frieze-  A part of a façade in classical 

architecture decorated with sawn or 

turned ornament occurring just under a 

cornice. 

 

Gable-  The triangular portion of the end 

of a wall under a pitched roof. 

 

Gable Roof-  A pitched roof where two flat surfaces joint at a 

straight ridge, forming gables at both ends. 

 

Gothic Arch- Also called a pointed arch or 

lancet arch, generated on paper by the 

intersection of two overlapping circles.  The 

distance may be varied between the circles 

to generate different arch pitches.  

 

Glazing-  Another term for glass or other 

transparent material used in windows. 

 

Greek Key- A purely decorative pattern found on Greek Revival 

fascia boards, door, and window surrounds.  Formed by repeating 

right-angle lines in nested series. 
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Gutter-  Metal or wood channel attached to the lower part of the 

roof eave to collect and conduct water. 

 

Half Dovetail Notch- A technique for securing 

the corners of a log structure, whereby the 

lower overlapping log is cut into a trapezoid, 

and the upper log is cut to receive the upper 

edge of the trapezoid.  The technique is very 

strong and stable, but requires skill.  One of two 

common notching techniques on the Mason 

County Frontier.  

 

Header- A brick placed lengthwise through a wall, with its end 

showing on the exterior. 

 

Hipped Roof-  A roof with slopes on all four sides. 

 

Jack Arch- An early technique for reinforcing a brick masonry 

wall above an opening, by setting bricks long-side down at a 

diagonal pointing to the center of the opening, and flaring out at 

the ends. Jack arches 

often fail in historic 

masonry buildings, 

and require skilled 

repair.   

 

 

 

Lintel-  A horizontal beam over an opening carrying the weight of 

the wall overheard. 
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Mansard Roof-A roof in which each face has 

two slopes, with the lower slope the steepest.  

 

Molding-  A trim element with rectangular or 

curved profiles, or both, with the purpose of 

effecting a transition or obtaining a decorative 

effect. 

 

Mouse-Tooth- see “Dentils” 

 

Muntin-  A glazing bar that separates panes of glass. 

 

Mutule- Ornamental blocks attached to the underside of the soffit 

in Greek Revival architecture, usually above a triglyph.  Mutules in 

Maysville often resemble the dots of a domino.     

 

Nogging- The fill between structural timbers in 

timber-framed buildings.  Early Mason County 

frame houses often have brick nogging.  

 

Orders (Classical)- Traditionally defined suites of ornamental 

millwork appearing together, including three Greek Orders 

(“Doric,” “Ionian,” and “Corinthian,”) and two Roman Orders 

(“Composite,” and 

“Tuscan”).  The 

Classical Orders each 

have their own strict 

ratios between height, 

width, diameter of 

column/pillar, and 

width of entablature. 
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Palladian (windows)- A three-part window grouping 

with the central opening larger than the flankers; the 

center element is usually arched.  

 

Parapet Wall (Stepped)- An extension of the 

exterior wall above the roofline.  Parapets may 

be contoured to follow the roofline, or rise in 

step-wise fashion along the pitch, or disguise the 

pitch with a false front.  

 

Patina-  The appearance of a material’s surface that has aged and 

weathered. 

 

Pediment-  The triangular gable end of a roof, 

often emphasized by elaborate millwork. 

 

Pier-  An upright structure of masonry serving as 

a principal support. 

 

Pilaster-  A pier attached to a wall with a 

shallow depth sometimes treated with the 

elements of a pillar or column. 

 

 

Pile-  The terms “double pile” and “single pile” 

refer to the number of rooms deep from front to 

back.  

 

Plat-  A plan of land divisions and streets. 
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Portico-  An entrance porch usually supported by 

columns. Can be two-story.  

 

Quoin- A raised or exaggerated masonry element 

used to emphasize the corners of a structure. 

 

Rafter-  A structural member which supports the 

roofing boards. 

 

Reeded Roll (Lintel)- A local Maysville decorative element of the 

Federal period, composed of finely carved or planed contours 

resembling a bundle of reeds, applied across the lintel (upper door 

support) of several surviving entryways. 

 

 
 

Repoint (or Tuckpoint)-  To remove old mortar from courses of 

masonry and replace with new mortar. 

 

Reveal- The inset between two building surfaces, 

such as an exterior wall and the windows or doors, 

“revealing” either a masonry edge or paneling.  

Also used to describe the exposed portion of a 

raised foundation.   

 

Rising Damp-  The condition where moisture in 

the ground rises up into a material. 
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Roman Arch- A load-bearing reenforcement 

over a void (or decorative motif) composed of 

tapering masonry elements curved around a 

single center-point. A round-headed arch.   

 

Sash-  The moveable part of a window holding 

the glass. 

 

Setback-  The distance that a building is placed from the edges of 

its lot. 

 

Sheathing-  A covering of boards or other surfacing to the inside 

or outside of a structural frame. 

 

Side Lights- Small lines of windowpanes 

running vertically to either side of a front 

entryway.  While common to the Federal 

style elsewhere in the country, rarely used 

during the Federal period in Mason County. 

Often used in local Greek Revival and 

Colonial Revival architecture.  

 

Spalling-  A condition in which pieces of 

masonry split off from the surface usually due to moisture. 

 

Steeple Notch- A technique for securing the 

corners of a log building, whereby the lower 

overlapping log end is cut to a point (or 

“steeple”) to be received by a corresponding 

indentation in the upper log.  One of two 

common notch styles in Frontier Mason County 

(see Half-Dovetail).  
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Stretcher- A brick placed with its long face 

to the outside. 

 

Subsidence-  The sinking or settling of a 

building. 

 

Tidewater Chimney- An exterior masonry 

chimney shaft rising from a shouldered base 

without touching the primary structure.  

 

Transom-  The area, in the form of a 

window, above windows and doors. 

 

 

 

Triglyph- A classical decoration consisting of a 

raised block with three vertical grooves, repeated at 

regular intervals along a frieze/ entablature, usually 

one over each column; symbolic of vestigal rafter 

joists of preclassical construction.  

 
Tuscan (see “Orders”) 

 

Veneer-  A covering layer of material for a wall 

such as brick or stone veneer.   

 

Wainscoat-  A decorative/protective treatment of 

the base of an interior wall usually 36 inches high.  
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Water Table-  A horizontal 

exterior ledge usually at the 

base of the wall expressed as 

part of the foundation.  

 

 
 

Window Heads- Raised relief 

decoration centered on the top 

of a window surround.  

Commonly used in Italianate 

architecture.  
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